THE PRIME MINISTER'S  TALE

stepped : e I am unable/ he said, * to accept the implications
contained in the hon. Member's question, to which the answer
is in the negative.5 Major Milner was not to be put off by
this obvious evasion. * Are we to understand/ he asked, ' that
what the Prime Minister said on Monday last is not correct ? '
Then Mr. Baldwin gave an answer of the kind that has
gained for him the reputation for innocent artfulness :

e I cannot answer for the contents of anyone's mind except
my own. I would remind the hon. and gallant gentleman
that two days ago, the Chancellor of the Exchequer was
asked, in precise terms, whether any conditions, political or
economic, had been imposed, and he answered : " No,"
which seems to me comprehensive and to which I can add
nothing.*

By this irrelevant reply, spoken with an air of solicitous
sincerity, Mr. Baldwin sought to draw the fire from MacDonald.
Asked about what the Prime Minister had said, he referred to
what the Chancellor of the Exchequer had said.

Day after day, Members had been seeking an answer to a
definite question. They had been met with replies, from the
three most responsible statesmen in the country, which were
evasive, contradictory, or untrue. In the end, the impression
left on the House of Commons was undoubtedly that they
had witnessed in this affair a discreditable exhibition of
contemptible prevarication.
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